This loeality may now be added to the list given in Serventy 
and Whittell’s Handbook (p. 100) — Maddington, Northam, Cun- 
‘derdin, Nungarin and Mukinbudin — and whieh these authors 
believe to point to the existenee of a breeding area, hitherto 
undiseovered, on the west coast, possibly at the Abrolhos Islands, 
There was a very strong westerly wind blowing at the time of the 


Wyalkatehem find. 
—W. H. BUTLER, Inglewood. 


“Clifton Downs” as a Collecting Locality for Birds.—In 1905 
G. C. Shortridge, in the eourse of a eollecting trip in Western 
Australia on behalf of the British Museum of Natural History, 
had a base on the Gaseoyne River whieh in the published aeeount 
of the birds of the expedition (by W. R. Ogilvie-Grant, The Ibis, 
1909, p. 650; 1910, p. 156) was referred to as Clifton Downs Station. 
There is no sueh station at present in Western Australia hut 
older pastoral maps show two Clifton Downs in the Gaseoyne 
distriet — Lower Clifton Downs about 100 miles east of Carnarvon 
and Upper Clifton Downs some 120 miles further east, above the 
great triangular bend of the Gaseoyne. The former is now known 
as Bidgemia Station and the latter as Landor Station. Aeeording 
to reeords at the Lands and Surveys Department in Shortridge’s 
time only Lower Clifton Downs was in existenee, then known 
simply as Clifton Downs. Thus the type loeality for Climacteris 
wellsi Grant should be referred to in modern reeords as Bidgemia 


Station. 
—I. C. CARNABY, Carnarvon, 


Early Nesting of Little Wattle-bird (Anthochaera chrysoptera), 
—This speeies has been found to be an early breeder in the Bibra 
Lake area and henee, no doubt, this would apply for the remainder 
of the Swan eoastal plain. 

The earliest reeord for 1952 was a nest with one fresh egg on 
July 16. Several other nests were examined but the owners of 
these nests had not eommenced egg laying. On July 26 a nest with 
one large young was found. 

During 1953 this speeies must have eommeneed nesting in the 
early part of June, sinee on July 5 we ohserved a nest with a 
young whieh eould be seen protruding above the nest. Three other 
nests were also found on the same day, one of which eontained a 
partly ineubated egg. Again on July 11 a nest was found tio 
eontain one large young and a seeond nest eontained a freshly laid 
egg. 

This year (1954) the wattle-bird appeared to be a little late 
with nesting aetivities whieh may have been due to the partieularly 
dry May and June months. During July several empty nests were 
found hut only one nest eontained a young. 

It may also be of interest to note that we have reeords of this 
bird nesting to the latter parts of Deeember and this would place 
the Little Wattle-bird in the eategory of long-season breeders. 


—J. R. and W. C. FORD, Fremantle, 
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